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AsureQuality Organic Standard version 7 ool AsureQuality Organic Standard version 8 i ol
GENERAL

Contents - Section 8 - Social justice 3 Contents - Section 8 - Grower Groups 3
Contents - (New) APPENDIX 1 — ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR IFOAM 3
CERTIFICATION
The AsureQuality Organic Mark - (New text) Licensees utilising on the Pre 2019 circle

. . organic mark need to change to the new 2020 organic mark by 15 April 2021.

UL L QLTI 11 S 4 Licensees utilising on the 2019 vertical organic mark need to change to the new 2020 4
organic mark by 15 April 2022. Pictures of New AQ Organic Marks included.

Introduction and scope - Implementation date will be the date of issue. 8 Introduction and s_co_pe - Imp!ementanon date will be the date of issue for .n'ew operators, 8
(New text) and existing certified operators have up to 12 months to transition .

Scope - Section 1.1.6 Social justice....Refer to Section 8 8 Scope - Section 1.1.6 Social justice....(New reference) Refer to Appendix 1 8

Section 1.3 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 10 Section 1.3 GENERAL REQQIREMENTS (New) Section 1.3.11 Thg operator should maintain 10
records of customer complaints and document the subsequent actions taken.
(New) CERTIFICATION FLOW DIAGRAM - RETAIL CHAINS 12

Section 1.9 Overview of Standard - Table 12 Section 1.9 Overview of Standard - Table (New text) Grower groups 13

Glossary of Terms 14 Glossary of Terms (New text) Internal Control System 17
LABELLING AS ORGANIC Section 3.2 Removal of duplication - "The same ingredient in a

LABELLING AS ORGANIC Section 3.2 20 single product was not derived from an organic source and from a source not complying 21
with this Standard"

Section 3.8 CONVERSION TO ORGANIC 23 'I\a‘/.lgr(kZONVERSION TO ORGANIC Section 3.8.1 Changed image of the AQ Inconversion 24

Section 3.14 LABELLING ADDITIVES 25 Section removed to align with other Organic Standards




CROP AND PASTURE PRODUCTION

(New) Section 4.4.5 - Composts 30-31
Section 4.6.2 Heavy metals in compost shall not exceed the following levels: Arsenic Section 4.6.2 Heavy metals in compost shall not exceed the following levels: Arsenic
20mg/kg; Lead 200mg/kg; Cadmium 3mg/kg; Mercury 1 mg/kg; Chromium 400mg/kg; 31 20mg/kg; Lead 200mg/kg; Cadmium 3mg/kg; Mercury 1 mg/kg; Chromium 400mg/kg; Nickel 33
Nickel 60mg/kg; Copper 270mg/kg; Zinc 575mg/kg 60mg/kg; Copper 270mg/kg; Zinc 575mg/kg; Hexavalent Chromium (VI) 2.0mg/kg.
LIVESTOCK
5.6 FEED (New) Section 5.6.11 - You must not use the following ingredients in feeds: farm
animal byproducts (e.g. abattoir waste) to ruminants; slaughter products of the same 47
species.
Section 5.6.11 46 5.6 FEED Section number changed to 5.6.12 47
Section 5.6.12 46 5.6 FEED Section number changed to 5.6.13 47
5.18.9 CHARACTERISTICS OF HIVES AND MATERIALS USED IN BEEKEEPING
Section 5.18.9.3 - The beeswax for new foundations must come from organic production (Amendmept to word!ng) S(_ectlon SHLEIES L0 b(leeswaxl Ve RIS foyndatlons must.come .
. . ) . . from organic production units. In the case of new installations or during the conversion period
units. During the conversion period the wax shall be replaced by organically produced wax. . o
o . . . . . the wax shall come from organically produced wax. Where no prohibited products
Where no prohibited products have been previously used in the hive and there is no risk of : . . . . L
70 have been previously used in the hive and there is no risk of contamination of wax, 71

contamination of wax, replacement wax is not necessary. In cases where all the wax
cannot be replaced during a one-year period, the conversion period may be extended with
the approval of AsureQuality.

replacement wax is not necessary. In cases where all the wax cannot be replaced during a
one-year period, beeswax not from organic production units may be authorised with the
approval of AsureQuality where organically produced beeswax is not available on the market
and provided it comes from the cap.




PROCESSING AND HANDLING

6.2 INGREDIENTS Section 6.2.2 (New text) Regional or other exception — Non-IFOAM.

AsureQuality may authorise an exception for the use of the above ingredients where there is 90
an essential technological need or for particular nutritional purposes.
Section 6.4.4 - The direct use or application of a prohibited method or material renders that 5 P.E.ST ] _Sectlon i el g dlre_ct CEerC Tl G
. ) prohibited method or material renders that product no longer organic.The operator shall take
product no longer organic. The operator shall take necessary precautions to prevent . N . )
e . . . necessary precautions to prevent contamination, including the removal of organic product
contamination, including the removal of organic product from the storage or processing . o . )
" . . - o e 90 from the storage or processing facility, and measures to decontaminate the equipment or 91
facility, and measures to decontaminate the equipment or facilities. Application of prohibited s e L . L .
. o . ) facilities. Application of prohibited substances to equipment or facilities shall not contaminate
substances to equipment or facilities shall not contaminate organic product handled or . X
. organic product handled or processed therein and procedures shall be documented to attest
processed therein. this
Section 6.9.3.1 Labelling of livestock feed. The following parts of Section 3 apply to feed: (Amendment of text and references. Removal of prohibited ingredients).
3.1 General labelling requirements Section 6.9.3.1 Labelling of livestock feed. The following parts of Section 3 also apply to
3.2 Ingredient requirements livestock feed:
3.7 GMO labelling * 3.1 General labelling requirements
3.9 Identifying the certifier 04-95 * 3.2 Ingredient requirements %
+3.10 Use of IFOAM logo * 3.7 GMO labelling
*3.11 IFOAM ingredients + 3.9 Identifying the certifier
+3.12 Approval of artwork * 3.10 IFOAM products
+3.13 Non-retail containers * 3.11 Approval of artwork
+5.17.3.6 Prohibited ingredients in feed * 3.12 Non-retail containers
Section 6.11.2 Wine Processing - Exception
AsureQuality may grant an exception to use non-organic sugar for pre-fermentation
chaptalisation, where organic sugar is either unavailable or available but has unacceptable 98 Section 6.11.2 Wine Processing - Exception removed 99
characteristics or is otherwise not suitable for technical reasons.This clause will be
reviewed before 31 July 2019.
ADDITIVES AND PROCESSING AIDS. NB. The following market restrictions apply: 98 ADDITIVES AND PROCESSING AIDS - (New text) addition of restriction definition. Entries 99

marked with ° derived from organic raw material if available.




Section 8 Social Justice

106-107

GROWER GROUPS

Social Justice removed and replaced with Section 8 - (New) Grower Groups BT
Marae, villages, special project areas and plantations such as taro, tea, coffee, noni, etc., are
allowed as a grouping to be certified where there is an umbrella company or management group
that undertakes to maintain certification by entering into a licence agreement with AsureQuality
outlining requirements to comply with this Standard. The group

shall be formed around one main product (e.g., coffee, vegetables, herbs) to be certified as a
group and shall be constituted of small landholders only. Large farming units, processing units
and traders require individual certification and shall not be certified as part of the group while
group members shall be in geographic proximity.

8.2 Produce must be sold under the group name (e.g. Iwi Based Enterprise) - as part of a
coordinated marketing strategy (i.e., individual growers in the scheme may not sell certified
product independently) and there shall be an Internal Control System (ICS) in operation. The
group shall be large enough to support a viable ICS to ensure ongoing conformance to this
Standard. The ICS shall be managed by a nominated individual of the group.

8.3 Such operations may be traditional agriculture/production systems, forest or wild-harvest
systems or similar traditional low-input systems, and be verified to have been compliant with this
Standard for a minimum prior period of three (3) years prior to certification as Organic.

8.4 In addition to requirements laid out in the basic production Standard, section 4, and other
relevant sections, the following shall be required:

MANAGEMENT AND EXTENSION

8.5 In the case of marae, village or regional projects, the operator/licensee to be certified shall be
responsible for ongoing community support that shall include agricultural extension (training and
demonstrations). The operator shall also provide sufficient field management staff who shall be
responsible for a given area or grouping of growers.

8.6 Field staff must ensure that all growers are adhering to the Standard and are knowledgeable
of all requirements. These field staff must maintain records of all producers, their names and
location, farm area in hectares and year of entrance into the scheme. Field staff must upgrade
farm maps annually, must ensure the recording of all harvests and sales, and shall be
responsible for maintaining an updated register of certified growers in the scheme via recorded

annual faorm inenoctinng

107 - 109




RETAIL AND WHOLESALE

(New) Retail chains - 9.10 Whole retail chains, multistore outlets or selected retail outlets
within a retail chain or group may be certified under the Standard where there is single
ownership and full management control exercised by one single commercial entity.

9.11 Retail chains or multistore retail outlets require an umbrella management structure that
are to be included in annual audits arranged by AsureQuality. Annual audits will include a
review of all internal audits conducted on retail outlets to verify the effectiveness of the
umbrella management structure.

9.12 Annual audits by AsureQuality shall include inspection of at least 33% of all participating
retail outlets connected to the chain with all outlets being inspected over a three year period.
Umbrella management control shall include regular internal audits of each outlet, which are

SR &)~ [REEEne Wil 2561 - CEUEES B o el 12 documented, recorded and made available to AsureQuality on (i)
request. Such internal audits should occur within each twelve-month period and all internal
audits shall be assessed by AsureQuality via third party audits for conformance to this
Standard. Aspects managed at Head Office or Distribution Centre levels are subject to audits
at each such site rather than based on sampling.
9.13 Documented procedures shall be maintained by the umbrella management group for
monitoring of stores and certified products via internal audits, procedures for individual store
non-compliance, and sanctions imposed on noncomplying stores and/or products.
NB. Retail stores based online are required to comply with the requirements set out in
|section 6 where annlicable but section 6 8 is mandatary
RESTRICTED PERMITTED SUBSTANCES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
ORGANIC FOODS
Table 1 - Animal by-products - removal of text relating to EU regulations 117
Table 1 - Composts from organic household refuse - removed table 118
Table 1 - Copper hydroxide - additional text to confirm restriction 118
Table 1 - Copper oxychloride - additional text to confirm restriction 118
Table 1 - Copper sulphate - additional text to confirm restriction 118
Table 2 - Anthelmintics - lvermectin prohibited to USDA from 27 Dec 2019 126
Table 2 - Parasiticides Synthetic internal - e.g ivermectin replaced with moxidectin 130
Table 2 - Trace elements - table reference amended from table 5.2 to table 2.5 131
Table 3 - Inclusion of Hydrochloric acid EU: Gelatine production only 142
Table 3 - Inclusion of Micro-organisms (Biologics) 143
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR IFOAM CERTIFICATION
(New) APPENDIX 1 — ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR IFOAM CERTIFICATION.
Includes IFOAM specific requirements for SOCIAL JUSTICE, CONVERSION, LIVESTOCK, 149

PROCESSED PRODUCTS, CROP PRODUCTION, and YEAST PRODUCTION




